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!‘ 3 fitness. It did not imitate
/¢ anything.

7

./} self as the expression of
-] ‘@ new-thought and point
'l of view; a house conceived

iy

4 present impasse in build-

N architect Iias just shown me the
muodel of a house that I think

I is what we are coming ta; the

type of howse that our children and
grandehildren will be living in, Lvery
surface is flat; every line straight and
cvery angle a right angle. There are
1110 overhangs or projections; na or-
; naments. In effect, the main part is
a large cube with smaller cubes for
wings and extensions. The roofs are
flat and intended to be used as outside
rooms. At first sight it seemed very

i Plain, But the longer I looked at it

the better I liked it for its
! 'dignity and strength and

It stood by it-

for the America of to-day.
: Especially it struck me as
a type of house that of-
"fered a way out of our

! ing: the rise in costs that.
forces a full half of Amer-
ican families to live under
conditions of health and
decency that are below the
standards set up as mini-
mum, -
It is one of the tragic
failures of civilization that
this should be so; that
in a home-loving country,
"home ownership should be
beyond. the rcach of most
of its families, One of .
-the reasons is the exces-
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private home, unsing
house may be fabricate
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e ¢ific_examples, in 1905 o 2-cylinder }
Roger B. thfman 22 I, P. Buick cost $1200; the price ;

Author, “Homo Owner's Fact Book,”
" “Bequly in Gurdens,” efc.

duced the modern car : through doing
things by machinery iustead of by
hand.

If automobiles were still hand-
made, with the picces cut and fitted
one at a time, they would be too ext
pensive for any but the rich. As spe.
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but the details of construction for the walls of a
ferro enamel exterior plates.
d at the factory, erected at its site.

-sively high costs of house. . -
“building through archaic " ;
.methods, and it is inevi- .
-table that our designers, ...~ -
rour manufacturers, should :
-produce’ acceptable houses . .
at prices within the means:.: :
of moderate and small in-
comes, Such houses will
"“be different in appearance
from those of the past and
present, but I am con-
vinced that we will ap-
prove of them; that we
will like their looks and
like to live in them, What-
ever their form, houses of
new types are coming, just
- as automobiles were com--
ing in 1900 and for the
same reason: the time is
ripe for them. And they
will come through the
same processes that pro-
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. . . into the various ro
(left and right re
bottom of

-P. Packard $3500.

TPERSPECTIVE OF
[ TYpicAL WAL CoNsTRUCTION

of a 2-cylinder 1$ H. P. Studebaker | )

was $1350, and of a 4-cylinder 28 11}
Being vehicles, ;
the early cars were imitations of car-

riages, and antomobile making did not k
become an industry, prices did not go:
down, until the evolution of a design
adapted to manufacture by machinery

instead of by hand. Mass production .

and mass buying {ollowed, )

It is on this point that our houscs;
‘are anachronisms. They are copies ;
of houses designed before
the machine era and in-
tended to be hand built.
Disregarding our resources
in machinery, the possibili-
ties that lic in our fac-
tories, the advantages and ;
economies of quantity buy- ;
ing and volume ‘produc-_}

designs that involve us hre!
building methods so € "
travagantly wasteful thil',
other industries long ago !
scrapped them as obsolete.
As a conservative estimate,
half of the money spent in
building a house would be

o saved -were the job to be

.~ done by processes common
. ©+ in any modern factory.

¢, In building a house by
our hand methods, all of
the parts must be -small
enough to be handled by
- .one man, or two at most;
" -thousands of pieces to be
" . put together one at a time.

The

Ertor or carelessness in
putting on any one of then
- may result in a leak or a
R squeak or a crack; some
<. defect-that will lead to de~
’ preciation. Working in the
open and with the confu-
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" sion of building, there can
be no strict watch over
what goes on; little protec--

ie Xoom
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interrupt, there will be de-
lays in the delivery of ma-
terials, and in still other
situations the men will be

.!]‘-_:J___ tion against shoddy work-
LI TE manship, Bad weather will,
e

‘RIGHT THIS WAY, SIR

following page.
interior walls.

. 0

T

oms of the first and second floors
spectively) of the house pictured at the
i Little space is consumed by

idle although drawing their
pay. Besides these losses
and wastes, the materials
are bought at retail prices,
for there will not be
enough of any one of them
to gain the advantage of
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tion, we still cling to house’,
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' are already deep in rescarch and ex- |- ‘
‘ . ) ; »
jthere i 06 o of manufacture so Appearance, the exteriors of the fu-  periment in -this new field, At the’,
1 wasteful and extravagant as house ture houses wil] probably be more of Chicago Exposition next year thcre;‘-, g
,‘}‘ building, nor any commodity that re- g king than those of to-day, for we will Le several factory-hufj houses; " .
4
T

sy 'FV':»—-_‘.~-~-.:~-'-M«-N~L‘ . e RSty acrgamn
Canantity buying,  Withou question,  matery textures,

turns so little valye for jts cost as a shall use the forms that are best suited  of steel enameled in appropriate col-,‘-._

house, to factory production ; something in  ors, of copper, of wood, They will:,
Home owners deserve something

. better than that, and the change will

-1 €ome through building houses as we
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machinery and quantity buying, ang

Y the cutting out of every form of
waste; by doing as much as possible
in the factory, where conditions are
under control, and as little as possible
on the site where they are not,

But this cannot be with the hougse
designs of to-day. The cconomjes of
factory production are gained through
standardization—the sctting up of
patterns that can he duplicated at low
i COsts in material and labor. Tt will’
be for the architecs to produce ap-
propriate designs, F; actory production
might indicate monotony, although
as a matter of fact, we already have
monoteny in the rows of present-
cay houses in many of our suburbs, -
Monotony of a kind there will be, for
' *the demand for the five and six-room
iouses that satisfy the needs of most
. f our families wiy result in a floor
‘7 Plan that will utilize the space to the

s ot
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IT'S REALLY THREE STORIE I
: + .« high, for the fat roof can be ygeg as’ outside rooms, The housp, of [
insulated steel, may he seen at Solon, Ohjo, It may bhe finished exteriorly |

as desired, ' 2

RO

the nature of the house of which I be made up of sections as large as R
have spoken, possibly. ! can be transported, assembled by der- §, o

4 greatest advantage. The exteriors of ! . -an e i C
3 such houses ho\%evq although bujlt Metal houses will undoubtedly be- ricks instead of - oy human muscle, and '[ ' ‘
I of dardized sectior, how the Come common, Germany has already With bolts, welding, and the modern | .. © o .
! 01 standardize sections, can show the : glues replacing the less permanent § :

widest variations through differences started at this with a company that
in materials, color and arrangement. offers ten small house designs, all

nailing of to-day.  And as time goes iy,
-4 In this 2 comparison can be made with combinations of the same sections,

on we will build houses of materials | -

as yet unused for that purpose kbut;i i

that every year are finding wider ap-{- - , -

plications—t e plastics and synthetic [ o S{ R

resins that in molded forms are un- | R N

affected by time, weather and wear, | L
The difference between work in the e E g

field and in the factory is shown in | e

the making of an inside wall, which ? .

‘starts with a timber framework that {,
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.‘ B will be true and solid only as the [ c ST s

3 H workman is skilled and careful. Lath L : U Lo

,i f-* having been nailed on both sides, it is Lo o ST

4 ;  coated with plaster that must dry for ? R : :

i .i§ some weéks before it can be ﬁmshc_d i

“  and decorated. There is no mechani- .-

4 f§ cal or other reason why such an inside r T ' .

B ,*5 wall cannot be made in 5 factory and | -~ .
X B i delivered complete. The frame would | o . R G
: i i be accurate in dimension Decause it S e SRR
g i 2 would he huilt up on a form, and if TN T
: _.....,.,") % fnished with plaster, this would be g "
3 * of special qualities and applied with ) o

: SPARKLING IN THE SUN & machine. ~ Should plywood or some
=+ - this home, made of enameled steel, reflects the summer sun, keeps its other sheet material be used, this - .

Tooms cool. Erected thig past summer, its address-is Cleveland, Ohio, might ot be nailed, but attached i .
more solidly with a glue that is water.

automobiles, for although factory These are copper on the outside and proof and of permanent bolding

produced, each make is distinetive, steel within, with insulation between, ower. Swung into position with 3
and the models of cach make are 50 and the building of one of these {]) k nd sevur d with somethine
varied- that any car can be individual houses is,a matter of but two or three derrick and s i re hat wall, low 1o o )
10 its owner. “The differences are in  days of assembly.  The idea can be better than ngj S, that wall, low i LT
form and color, while with factory- carried out in any metal, in wood, cost, stout'and cx:ack-pr‘oog wogld be 2 ;
made houses the range will be far and in any other material suitable for ready for immediate finishing—if not L
wider through additional choices in manyfacture.  American -designers Continued on page 59 :
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! already finished af the factory. Wig
in appearance, the yse
- of such interior walls would greatly
1 lower the first cost of the house, and
f in increasing the stiffness of the struc.-
1 ture go far ip resisting depreciation,
! Floors can also be factory made,
with finish flooring on one side and
ceiling on the other; Jarge eriough for
an entire room, they would be lighter
for their strength than our present
built-up floors, and permanently
squeak-proof.  There are proposals
o make bathrooms ang kitchens in
the factory, with walls, floor, ceiling
and all €quipment, completely fin-
ished, to be set in a house as units
and be ready for uge with the connect.

¥ no difference
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Our Future Homes
Continued from page 11

ing of the plumbing, Even chimneys
can be made in 5 factory, to be hauled
to the site and upended on a factory.
made foundation,

There will be as much need for ar-
chitectural service in that new era as
in this, with the house designed by a
good architect ag distinctive then as
it is now. In S0ms2 respects the ar-
chitect will be more limited, for as
sections and units will be standardized
as to sizes and methods of joining, he
will work to stock dimensions,  p
others he will be freer, for he will

59

e
have a wider choice in materials and
finishes,

It is
staid

behbed hair ;.
pense and effort and trouble can jus-
tify a change from the old order of
things. The progressive will hail the 2y
new house for itg low first cost, its L.

comiforts and economies, and itg
modernity ; he wil glory in jts prac-
ticality and admire it as an expression
of the present. But whatever may be
the feeling of the moment, the mind
should be kept open, for the factory- }.° o
built house is more than 3 theory ; it f o

i

is inevitable and well on the way.
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